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Chapter 1 Angling Migrates from the British Isles (Mid-1500’s to 1800) 

1. The Book of Sports 
2. Angling Puritans 
3. Settling the Connecticut River Valley 
4. Recreational Fishing Formally Appears in America 
5. New York City Passes the First Angling Law 
6. An Early Defense of Fishing 
7. Loyalist Anglers 
8. Angling After the Revolutionary War 

Chapter 2 Kentucky, Where Black Bass Fishing Became an Art (1775 to 
1815) 

1. Treaty of Sycamore Shoals 
2. Kentucky Waters 
3. Early Kentucky Anglers 
4. A New Type of Fishing Reel 
5. George Snyder: The First Kentucky Reel Maker 

Chapter 3 The Kentucky Baitcasting Reel (Mid-1830’s to 1928) 

1. J.L. Sage Helps Illuminate the History 
2. The Meek Brothers 
3. B.C. Milam’s Apprenticeship 
4. Damming the Kentucky River 
5. Hardman, a Louisville Reel Maker 
6. B.F. Meek and B.C. Milam 
7. False Advertising 
8. The End of an Era 

Chapter 4 Industrialization in America (1793-1893) 

1. Where Have All the Salmon Gone 
2. "The Great Leap Westward"  
3.  A Well-Respected Man 
4. Rail Development and Unwitting Railroaders 
5. A Successful Transplantation of Black Bass 
6. Vertically Integrated Tackle Manufacturing 
7. The Fading Artisan 
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Chapter 5 Mid-19th Century Baitcasting Tackle (1845 to 1880) 

1. John J. Brown & Company 
2. Brown’s Recommended Tackle 
3. J.T. Buel & the Spoon 
4. Trolling the Spoon 
5. Early Lures were Limited in Type & Effectiveness 
6. Riley Haskell’s Minnow 
7. Rods & Reels 

Chapter 6 Transition to Baitcasting as a Sport (1815 to 1881) 

1. Minnow Casting 
2. Snyder’s Reel Invented for Still Fishing 
3. In 1857, Silverside’s Method was Still Fishing 
4. First Documented Use of the Baitcasting Method 
5. Early Propagation of the Sport - Four Well-Connected Anglers 
6. Anglers of Lindenwald, the Van Buren Home (1842-1849) 
7. Francis Preston Blair & Martin Van Buren, Angling Partners (1851) 
8. Baitcasting: a Proliferating Reality 
9. The Birth of Baitcasting as a Sport 

Chapter 7 A Code of American Sports Angling (1850 to 1890) 

1. Protecting the Fish by Developing Moral Anglers 
2. Minnesota: Home of Ten Thousand Lakes and Game Thieves 
3. The Angler’s Character and the Fish’s Attributes 
4. Robert Barnwell Roosevelt 
5. Angling Method: High Sport or Humble 

Chapter 8 Evolution of the Short Baitcasting Rod (1885-1920) 

1. The Baitcasting System 
2. The Henshall Rod 
3. Chicago: a Largemouth Bass-fishing Town 
4. The Problem is the Long Rod 
5. J.M. Clarke and Fred D. Devine 
6. The Ideal Short-Rod and Lesser Others 
7. Casting Tournaments Promote Rod Development 
8. Lightweight ¼-oz Lures and Tournament Weights 
9. Effect of Reel Spool Weight 
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10. Heddon Promotes Short Rods and Heavy Lures 
11. Untutored Anglers 

Chapter 9 Noteworthy Baitcasting Lures (1883 to 1935) 

1. The First Plugs 
2. A Heddon Story 
3. The First Mass-Produced Plug 
4. Noteworthy Innovative Lures 

William Jamison’s “Coaxer” 
Winner of First American Bass Tournament 

Shannon’s “Twin Spinner” 
Archetype of Spinner Baits 

The Creek Chub Bait Company No. 100 “Wiggler” 
Archetype of Floater/Diver Crank Baits 

Nick and Cosma Crème’s “Wiggle Worm” 
Archetype of Soft Plastic Worm Baits  

Lauri Rapala’s “Original Floating Wobbler” 
Contender for Top Fish Producer 

Chapter 10 The Last Kentucky Reel Maker (1866 to 1948) 

1. George William Gayle 
2. Clarence Gayle 
3. The New Gayle Reel 1897 
4. The Simplicity Reel 
5. Gayle the Angler 
6. Future Reel-Making Plans 1929-1937 
7. Government Subcontract Work 
8. The Sea Sleds 
9. The Gifts 

 
Chapter 11 Materials Engineering Improves the Baitcasting System 
(1880 to 1960) 
 

1. The Seamed Steel Rod 
2. The Rapier Steel Rod 
3. Detachable Rod Handle with Offset Reel Seat 
4. One-Piece Seamless Hollow-Steel Rod 
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5. Fiberglass is Invented 
6. Fiberglass Rods and Dr. Howald’s Process 
7. The Wonder Rod and the Ugly Stick 
8. New Metals and Alloys 
9. German Silver to Stainless Steel 1947 
10. Fishing Line 

 
Chapter 12 The Battle against Backlash (Circa 1900 to 2016) 

1. The Backlash 
2. The Baitcasting Reel Described 
3. Two Types of Early Reel Brakes 
4. Level Winding Mechanism 
5. High-End Reel Features in Value-Priced Product Lines 
6. Spinning 
7. The Spin-Cast Reel 
8. A New Ambassadeur Arrives in America 
9. Twenty-First Century Reel Brakes 
10. The Backlash Free Reel 

Chapter 13 Boats and Motors 1881 to 2016 

1. Meeting the Demands of Anglers 
2. The ACME Folding Boat 
3. Steam Launches 
4. From Stern-Mounted Engines to Outboard Motors 
5. Ole Evinrude, a Good Mechanic and Inventor 
6. The Johnson Brothers 
7. Outboard Motors Affect Hull Design 
8. The Skeeter Bass Boat 
9. Multispecies Trailer Boats 
10. Angling Kayaks 
11. Conclusion 

Chapter 14 Expanding the Possibilities 

1. No Angling Absolutes except Change 
2. Spinning and Spincasting 
3. New Tackle, New Capability, More Fun 
4. The Baitcasting Reel, an Alternative for Some Anglers 
5. Possibilities 


